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Aims of Review 

Cyprus since 2014 struggles with an increased influx of asylum seekers. According to Eurostat (2019), Cyprus 

recorded the highest rate of registered first-time applicants during the third quarter of 2019 (3, 305 applicants 

per million population). Hence, the aim of this review is to present the national immigration context of Cyprus. 

The review contains a brief assessment of official documentation, national policies, best practices and current 

statistical data to gauge integration strategies on a national level. In particular, it assesses the extent of the use 

of music in initiatives for integrating newly arrived and established migrants. Given that MaMuMi is focused 

specifically on how talking about music can open up spaces for positive cultural and intergenerational changes, 

this review looks at current provision for asylum seekers, refugees and migrants in relation to the deployment 

of arts and music as tools for social cohesion. Any identified needs/gaps of migrants (and NGO staff) in respect 

of using music as a tool for integration will then be clear and will feed into the methodological 

approach/framework that forms the foundation of our workshops in IO2.  

 

Cyprus and immigration 

In Cyprus, the first national integration plan was adopted in 2010 for the years 2010-2012 and aimed towards 

the general integration of migrants (Special Experts Committee on Integration, Ministry of interior, Cyprus, 

2010). Since then, there is no updated integration strategy on a national level, although the government has 

been working on it for the past few years. Generally, Cyprus lacks a self-standing integration policy.  
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The only relevant legislations of Cyprus concerning immigration and integration are the following:  

 

Aliens and Immigration Law  

The Aliens and Immigration Law (1952), Chapter 105, regulates the stay of Third Country Nationals in Cyprus. 

The most recent amendments were created in 2017 to align the national law with the EU Directive 2014/36/EU 

on seasonal employees and the EU Directive 2014/66/EU on intra-corporate transfers. 

 

Refugee Law  

The Cyprus Refugee Law (2000) supplements the Foreigners Law in order to stipulate higher protection to 

refugees. It was last amended in 2016 to support the recast Directive 2013/32/EU on asylum procedures and 

the Directive 2013/33/EU on reception conditions. In 2017, the Parliament additionally approved the agreement 

between UNHCR and the Government of Cyprus regarding UNHCR’s operations in the country. 

 

Civil Registry Law  

The Civil Registry Law (2002) states that Third Country Nationals have the right to acquire the Cypriot nationality 

after 7 years of legal residence (5 years if they are parents of Cypriot citizens). They can also acquire citizenship 

after being married to a Cypriot national for more than 3 years and have lived in the country for at least 2 years. 

Amendments which were introduced in 2011 and 2013 now allow for the naturalisation of non-Cypriot investors, 

without necessary fulfilling the criteria above.   

 

Equal Treatment in Employment and Occupational Law  

The Equal Treatment in Employment and Occupation Law (2004) tackles discrimination on the ground of race 

and ethnicity in the field of social protection, education, access to services and medical care. The Equal 

Treatment in Employment and Work Law applies to employment and the work environment and combats all 

types of discrimination in employment associated with one’s racial and/or ethnic origin. 

 

Nonetheless, some initiatives have taken place on a national level and several projects have received funding 

through the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF), under the Ministry of Interior since 2014 to assist 

and support the integration of migrants. The national allocation for Cyprus under AMIF for the 2014-2020 period 

is €39,105,838. Specifically, 31% of this amount is allocated to Asylum, 25% to Integration and 36% to Return 

(Governance of Migrant Integration in Cyprus, 2019). The Cypriot AMIF programme presents the following 

national integration priorities (ibid): 

 

• Supporting integration actions for Third Country Nationals. 

• Improving acceptance of Third Country Nationals by the local society. 
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• Supporting local communities/NGOs/public authorities in order to better promote integration. 

• Improving administrative capacity. 

 

Since 2014, a large number of refugees have arrived in Cyprus, hence, the need for the development of a national 

integration strategy for refugees and migrants is more relevant than ever. The United Nations Refugee Agency 

in Cyprus (UNHCR) has established an Integration Task Force over a twelve-month period, entailed of diverse 

stakeholders (refugee associations, government and local authorities, civil society organization, etc.) on a local 

level, in order to contribute to the development of a national integration strategy; which in turn would have 

contributed to policy making (Integration – UNHCR Cyprus, n.d.). In 2018, the UNHCR Cyprus issues a report 

“Towards a Comprehensive Refugee Integration Strategy for Cyprus” emphasizing the challenges faced by 

refugees in their integration process in Cyprus and recommending mechanisms to ensure their effective 

integration. The report presents a set of recommendations for the design and implementation of a national 

integration plan for consideration by the Government, with a particular focus in four interrelated areas: 

employment, education and vocational training, access to basic services, and social inclusion and civic 

engagement.  
 

As Mr. Damtew Dessalegne, UNHCR Representative has mentioned “The Report is not a work of academic 

research, but primarily a call to action for more effective ways to facilitate the integration of refugees. […] I hope 

that the institutions to which the Report is directed – Government ministries/departments, public bodies, the 

business sector, nongovernmental organizations, faith-based groups, cultural and sporting organizations as well 

as local and refugee community groups – will all find in it food for thought.” (UNCHR Cyprus, 2018). 

 

 

Latest Figures and Trends in Migration (Cyprus) 

According to Eurostat (2019) Cyprus recorded an increase of 70% in first time asylum seekers in 2018 in 

comparison with 2017.  Cyprus has been recorded as the country with the 3rd highest immigration rate in relation 

to the size of the resident population, with approximately 24.8 immigrants per 1000 inhabitants, following Malta 

and Luxembourg (Immigration to EU countries: 4.4 million in 2017, 2019). For emigration, Cyprus has recorded 

the 2nd highest rates in 2017 with 18 emigrants per 1000 inhabitants. Within the same survey, it has been 

concluded that in January 2018, Cyprus was among the EU Member States where non-nationals were mainly 

citizens of another Member State. Moreover, Cyprus has recorded a high proportion of foreign citizens (10% or 

more of the resident population). 
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According to a statistical data from the Asylum Service in Cyprus (Asylum Service, 2020), as depicted in the 

graphs below, in 2018, there were 7761 applications for asylum. There were 1260 persons of negative decisions, 

191 persons with a recognized refugee status, 1011 persons under subsidiary protection and 8502 persons still 

pending. The top 10 countries of origin of asylum seekers in Cyprus 2018, are 26% from the Syrian Arab Republic, 

11% from India, 8% from Bangladesh, 8% from Pakistan, 7% from Cameroon, 5% from Egypt, 5% from Vietnam, 

5% from Georgia, 5% from Iraq, 4% from Sri Lanka and 16% other (ibid).    
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The importance of music/arts provision within national policy initiatives on integration 

 

MaMuMi’s governing principle is aligned to the EU's assertion that music “constitutes an important pillar of 

European culture and is probably the cultural and creative sector with the largest audience reach. It is an essential 

component of Europe’s cultural diversity and it has the power to bring positive changes in society” ((ECSA’s 

position on the interinstitutional negotiations on the future Creative Europe Programme - ECSA-Composer 

Alliance, 2020). 

 

The importance of music/arts on integration is not highlighted in any national policy initiative on a national level. 

There is no consortium for the creation of an institutional measure to invest in long-term integration policies 

and strategies related with music in Cyprus. All the initiatives implemented come from private institutions and 

organisations from the civil society. Hence, a comprehensive strategy for the integration of migrants through 

music/art is lacking.  

 

Some projects/initiatives on a local level are:  

 

SISTEMA 

Sistema Cyprus is inspired by the El Sistema music- education programme initiated in Venezuela in 1975 and 

adopted the motto “Music for Social Change”. Within the same lines, Sistema Cyprus operates to offer to all 

children and young people with free music education through orchestras and choirs. This initiative aims to 

promote respect and the recognition of vulnerable groups such as migrants within the Cypriot society. Sistema 

Cyprus has been operating since 2018 and provides free instruments and music lessons to more than 100 

children and young people on a national level. In partnership with the Hope for Children CRC Policy Centre and 

of the European Cultural Foundation, the programme has also been making an invaluable societal contribution 

through its work with unaccompanied refugee minors and young children of migrant backgrounds.  

 

SISTEMA Cyprus uses music workshops as a tool to promote social integration and to bring together the 

unaccompanied minors (aged 15-18) of the organisation Hope for Children and the marginalised children and 

young immigrants in Nicosia (aged 10-15). 

 

As the program director of El Sistema in Venezuela has commented and just as the SISTEMA Cyprus strives to 

achieve, this initiative “seeks to reshape human beings, to give them values, tools, to keep children and young 
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people off the streets, to employ them by filling them with knowledge. Children gain self-esteem and a sense of 

belonging to society, not just as individuals, but as part of a musical group as well. And that translates to the 

benefit of those around them, the communities. Because when you save a child, the message reaches the family. 

And the family is integrated into the program, they come to the concerts. They call their neighbors, they call their 

cousins, their uncles, who are proud to see their child play.” (Philenews, 2018) 

 

On June 12th, 2019, for the International Refugee Day, SISTEMA Cyprus organized an event to celebrate the day 

‘Sistema in Concert’ with the support of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Cyprus, where 

the band demonstrated that music has no boundaries. With the slogan “Join us and take a step #WithRefugees” 

the concert sent a ‘loud musical’ message calling for the respect, acceptance and integration of refugees into 

the new societies.  

 

More information about SISTEMA Cyprus: https://www.sistemacyprus.com/ 

 

Arte Migrante Cyprus 

This initiative was firstly introduced by an Italian young anthropology student, Tommasco Carturan in 2012 and 

it expanded in various cities in Europe, with Nicosia being one of them since 2017. Arte Migrante consists of 

various events with the aim of creating humane connections through art to the vulnerable, socially excluded 

groups of society.  

 

As mentioned in their social media account, they “believe that Cyprus, this vibrant and diverse island, could also 

give space to this initiative. Cyprus can become a small fraction of the world we want, a world that is a "get 

together" of the uniqueness that every single person bears within them. Of every single person's art.  

This is Arte Migrante.”. The gatherings are open to the public for everyone to share their cultural identity and 

diversity through the sharing of food, poems, dance and music.  

 

More information about Arte Migrante Cyprus: https://www.facebook.com/ARTEMIGRANTECYPRUS/ 

 

Re-bE The Music Listening Method – Music Movement 

The Ministry of Education and Culture in Cyprus along with the UNHCR in Cyprus and Alexia Vassiliou (an 

international recorded artist), have initiated a series of creative experiential workshops to help unaccompanied 

and separated asylum-seeking children in Cyprus. Through the Re-bE workshops, children explored music, 

creative storytelling, movement/dance and rhythm through percussions and used their voices to express, and 

the arts, to create. Part of those workshops was the visit of the young children to local museums, concerts and 

school music shows.  

https://www.sistemacyprus.com/
https://www.sistemacyprus.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ARTEMIGRANTECYPRUS/
https://www.facebook.com/ARTEMIGRANTECYPRUS/
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As Damtew Dessalegne, the UNCHR Representative in Cyprus mentioned: “Such multi-dimensional educational 

programmes, as “Re-bE”, are important for refugee children who have lost not only their homes and families but 

also access to education, skills, confidence, social circles, aspirations and dreams. Social, recreational projects, 

such as Re-bE help in diffusing frustration, insecurity and loneliness that most of the children feel and can 

therefore help in restoring their futures…”. (Unaccompanied refugee children in Cyprus renew hope for the 

future through an innovative project - UNHCR Cyprus, 2018). “Re-bE” is hence a creative tool which uses music 

to help refugee children overcome their trauma to connect, inspire and empower them as well as to advance 

their creative expression.  

 

More information about the Re-be initiative: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4OLXdANHIo 

 

EU project: NICER (New approach to strengthen the Cultural Integration of young Refugees) 

As mentioned above, a number of projects have been initiated by mostly private institutions in Cyprus to foster 

integration through music/arts under EU fundings. One example is the Erasmus+ project initiated by the NGO 

KISA, called NICER (New approach to strengthen the Cultural Integration of young Refugees), which started in 

2015 and ended in 2017. The aim of the project was to enforce the social and cultural integration of refugee 

children through the performing arts approach and awareness campaign and to integrate them in the local 

community through performing arts workshops. Hence, the primary target group was refugee and migrant 

children/youngsters and the secondary target group was the civil society, media, public authorities, associations 

and NGOs, teachers, schools and the general public.  

 

As part of the NICER project, a performance “Here I am” was staged in Nicosia on the 24th of May 2017. The 

performance was a blend of unique stories – a unique, innovative, collective creation of young refugees, 

migrants and locals who participated in the intercultural workshops of the NICER project. Based on the 

techniques of improvisation and image theatre, the participants had the opportunity to explore questions and 

concepts like home, identity and integration until they discovered common values so as to challenge the whole 

concept of “immigrants”, fight against racism, xenophobia and create a shared space of cultural stories and 

identities.  

 

More information about the NICER project: https://nicerproject.eu/#0 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4OLXdANHIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4OLXdANHIo
https://nicerproject.eu/#0
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In summary 

A general tendency of the Republic of Cyprus can be discerned from this brief overview, specifically highlighting 

that the use of art and music as a tool to foster the integration of migrants is not included in Cyprus’ policies and 

strategies. On the contrary, art and music are completely absent from central documents that describe the 

Cypriot immigration and integration policy. Although the UNHCR Cyprus (2018) report “Towards a 

comprehensive refugee integration strategy” highlights in the recommendation section the promotion of music 

and arts as tools for the integration of migrants and refugees, there is still no comprehensive national integration 

strategy. Specifically, to enhance dialogue and build bridges between refugees/migrants and the local 

community, a recommendation to promote various cultural and musical events was made by the UNHCR Cyprus 

(2018, p. 29). Indeed, there is a tendency in recent years due to the increased attention by the European 

Commission on integration of migrants, for funding to be offered on relevant projects, however, there is not a 

consensus for the creation of an institutional measure to invest in long-term integration policies and strategies 

related with the arts in Cyprus. Nevertheless, a number of projects related to integration through music have 

been initiated by some independent institutions (NGOs, civil society groups, etc.) with the discerning 

contribution of some governmental institutions, municipalities, etc., through various European funding 

programmes. 
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